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TESTIMONY 


AGAINST 


|TFALE - BEARERS, 


WHISPERERS, 


AND 


SHEWING 
That where they are given ear unto 
amongſt Friends, Neighbours, and 
Relations, or in any Chriſtian So- 
ciety, ſuch can never live in Peace, 


* Concordand Unity. 


———_———__—_—— 


they Separate near Friends : Therefore they are to 


| be driven away with an Angry Countenlance, | 


+ © Prov. 25. 23s 


By William Shewen. 


— 


——_—_— 
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Printed in the Year, 1686. 
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For their Words are as. Wonnds, they Reveal Secrets, 
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Wes HG TY PIE 
TESTIMONY. 
AGAINST 


Talheare 5; Whiſpeters, 


"AND 


Back: biters, 


"301; lk W- 


bs 


Hive. often conſidered the end 
"and tendaney of Tale-bearitg, 
Ma om, iand Back-biting , 
:afd © have - obſerved the Fol 
"= . Fruits and Effets thereof among 
Friends, Neighbours, and Relations. 
And have found and concluded, that 
It is ; impotkible - for. any Society of 
A 3: Lahax. 


_ 


Xa d 
I People upon the face of the Farth, 4h 
% (that give countenance to any that are __ 
fund Th the eas He; © to live " 
of dwell together: in Love, Unity, /R 
Peace,and pegrenta Concord or Agree- de 
ment, whick' thde&ed is: he Glory - , wr 
Strength ahd' Crown of a. Pes ur 
the contrary their Weak S s, 3 «the 


and Reproach,: Confuſtonand Deſtru- To 
_ (ion allo... @.... 6f. 
©. Thefefdre tharthey tay/ be Ttcpped, he 
and their evil can and effc&s-pre-. gre 
vented,l havea concern upon my mind, | ent 
as'a Teſtimony and Co__ not. only 
againft, them, but; alſo agairſt, fi 
g1ves ''Fales, Wh crinfs 1 "B: 
bitings, entertainment 3 that lends their 
ears unto them, that receives and be- 
lieves-thein, and: laies them up;m tlgi 
minds,-, where they. increaſe angomu th- 
ply: againft an evil Day. - J'' Þ$; 
'For1 fay unto thee, hainar fy 
art; that deſireſt-to keep clear-*of the 
evil effets 'that attends Tale-beating 3 


thou muſt not:, only forbear-;to' tell 


T Woke: but thou muſt alſo take heed 
£2058 if how 


&- 


_ 5 
- 5 I ow geen aſe he 

a = n to 
Wound, Eftrage gee arate Friends + 


c_—_— 1 wh drive thee aw Kobe ou ed e 
an Angry Copracng ſhalt 
and. Whiſperet; -- —_— _ 
waimds, .and whoſe arrows yy in- 45 | fare 


cr&,-to hurt the-Inhocent-#- fp,dving, | bdowr, 
this: T a qbeaxer, will come no; more, at of a 
thee.' It "Thieves. had no receivers they | Thou 
mg | 


Fa ne En ie Roar: _ as 


: ſt is the Duty, pher pol riend, Aro | Marr 

; New x: i ey bens of pas 
ory x BebgyePociety, | was' 
= Tenge er and: Careft al ;of .: each ; ec; ;tt 


exing, tg Spi-. | Wor: 

es difegreds TIONS, Bre- | woft ; 

For th let i it; be A in every appear- | It j 
ance of it, {o:.thatl a Unity, and- oy 


v2 46 8. good 


i». We" wy ae ates; Ca en — = Ws. 
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(> 5 
& hbourhood be ——_ 
ON God by-M, " 
# Law'o oſes ovid- 
ed exprefly againſt. "Toca Thou 
fel not: go: up and dawn at « Tale-bearer 
among thy People meither ſhalt thou 
Eo the Blood of : thy. Nwtgh- 
bditr; Lev. 19. 16. Theſe two Evils ar 
of a like Nature and- +Tendency.'!Again, 
Thou (tilt not raiſe. 4 falſe —_— pat 
not thy” hand to the: wicked to be an 
wnrighteors  Witheſs;, Exo. 23.2 x. 
theſe two Evil ]s" are, alſo. akin toxabh 
ethers 
Tale-bearing and falſs reporting ks 
everds'Guilry thereof with-a deſign to 
Marr the Crodit, good Name and/Re- 
putation-of+ his Brogher or Neighbour,/ 
ras he'that-puts.his hand,to the wick- 
ed;;:to;be:an unrighteous WitneG; and 
as herrthat ſtands againſt the Blood of 
his: Neighbour, ; | Fbr his words are as 
Wounds, :4nd they $0 down to. the i inner 
ads 4 part of the "Bell, Prev. 18, 8. 
It 15 -written-1n the om Scriptures, 
P/abne © 133.1 Is: That it, is,.4 
I Comrely 


cs) 


Corely. ard Pleaſant thing, for Brethren 


to live (or dwell ) together in' Uni- 
#3; it is like 'pretious'Oyntrment, as 
-:the Dew of Hermon, and .as the Dew 


that Deſcended-upon-the Mountains of 


. \»Whar is to-*Compare more Excel- 
tent? \What more Pleaſant, Lovely, 
and Amiable, then to behold a Peo- 
ple dwell together in Unity, in Love, 
and: Brotherly kindneſs. In this Heaven- 
Iy Society, no Tale-bearer hath any 
place, they are Witneſfes of the Truth 
of that ſaying, Prov. 26. 20. Where 
there ' no Tile-bearer,” frifetteaſeth; 
It 5s not .poſlible tor NeigAbours,' 
Friends,” and Relations; nor' for uny 
Society of” People to live together 1n 
' Unity, - Friendſhip -atd -good : Neigh- 
bourhoot; while there 'goeth up and 
down a Tale-bearer among them 5 a 
Whiſperer and Back-biter among them, 
they are mambred by St. Paul in his 
Epiſtle to the Romar's, Rome. 1.29, 20. 
with the worſt of Sinners; and the 
Teſtimony of Solomon 15, That the 
; alle 


| 


Enijo 


| 
$ 
4 
1 


| 


(.7 
falſe. Witneſs that peaketh Lies, ind 
him that ſoweth Kiſcord among Bre4 


thren is one of the Six things which 
God hates, and Is att Abomination 


to him;..Prov. 6. Ig. - for. indeed they 
are Authors of. —. Miſthief, and 
are Inconſiſtant with: Peace, Coricord, 
and Society. 

| And where theſe Get of Evil Hoes 
are entertamed their \. words makes 
wounds, not eaſily. curd 3 makes 
Breaches not ſoon made up arid re- 
paired, | Seperate's and Divides . near 
Friends, ſo that they are not eaſfly 
Recenetled again, _ 

But . where the Tale-bear rer, WhiC: 
perer,- / ;and- Backbiter, 1s ſhat- out, 
brought to Trial, Judged, or driven a-. 
way with.: an! Angey Countenance, 'all 
his deſigns are defeated, Love, Peace, 
and Concord is maintained x Living to- 
gether in Love and Unity preſerved ; 
which indeed: is a great: Happineſs, a 
oxcat* Comfort, a great Bleſſing hr 
Friefids, Neighbours, —_ Relations to 


Enjoy. 
'VVhere 


-; (a. OY OILY eb i = ern oe _ > p [ 5 
Re ee ane er > apa Ara et a 5 2 4 
ge, __ - 7. - _ 
EE 3-6 - y Loh a ” 
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': Where envy and ſtrife is, there is 
Confaſion and every evil Work; 5 a fro- 
ward Man ſoweth ' Strife, and a Whil- 
perer ſeparateth chief. Friendsz but 
where Love and Unity is,-thidre'is good 
order: and: every | good - work, And 
the- ſeed of the. froward Man cannot. 
take root in ſuch, hor the work of 
che /Whiſperer take effe&, eſpecially 
among fach Who: im that love and 

unry:1 by which they are arontan to be 
Diſciples of Jeſus fo 5: 


And thoſe two' Excellent precepts of 


Eftiſt afe by thoſe who - are his Diſci- 
ples indeed Td obſerved; -itt order toi 

//Love: and ''Unity, and. prevent 
the Cortrary, and the occalien tl1eres" 
of. *: 

"Firſt; If thy Brother offend: of theſ! | 
pats' againſt thee, 'go tb him ard: tell 
hini of bis fault,between him and thee 3 
if he :will hear thee, thou haft gain- 
ed thy" Brother , if he will not, 
take one or two more with-thee, ft he 
will not hear them.then tell the Church 


or Congregation 3 tf he will not 
hear 


Us 


79) 

hear the Congregation, let him be as 
an Heathen or Publica —© 
Secondly, VVhatſoever ye would that 
Men ſhould do unto you, do ſo unto 
them likewiſe, 25D 
_ . The true Obſervation of theſe two 
Preceptscuts off all V Vhiſperings, evil 
Speakings, Back-bitings, Tale-bearings, 
and the uncovering the nakedneſs and 
weakneſs of any Friend, Brother, and 
Neighbour, before he hath performed 
his Duty, as is ſet forth in the firſt 
Precept, which indeed tends' to. the 
preſervation of Love and Unity among 
Brethren, and the contrary tends to 
Strife, Diviſion, and Dettruction. | 
- No better Method can be laid down 
in a Chriſtian Society to prevent a 
Breach, and to maintain Love and Bro- 
therly kindneſs, than what is contained 
in this Precept, the negte& and 
Non-obſervance of this by many 
Perſons and Societies profeſling Chriſti- 
anity, hath let in Animoſities, Strifes, 
Debates, Diviſion, Diſorders , and 
Confuſion atnong them, ſo that —_ 
ave 


COP - 
have been ſcattered as with a VVhirl- 
wind, and have received 'the fruit of 
their own doings in their own boſoms, 
as might be demonſtrated at large , 
throughout moſt of the Setts and ga- 
therings - of People in Chriſtendom , 
who only talk. of and profefs .good 
words, and good 'things; but the 
Jews, Turks, and Indians may com- 
pare with them for good VVorks, yea, 
they have cauſed the name of God and 
the: - Chriſtian Religion :to- be blaſ- 
phemed; ſcorned and flighted amongſt 
them-3z-*even becauſe while 'they are 
talking of God, Chriſt, Love, Light, 
Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, ' and 'Religi- 
on, | they are envying, hating, ' biting 
and devouring one another, and ſheath- 
ing their Swords in oneanothers Bowels, 
having turned that Royal Law,” Ds 
45 you would be done by, behind their 
backs, whereas indeed the: obeying 
theſe ſeven words is. more* than” the 
Reading, Hearing.and Profefiing {even 
times ſever thouſand words.! .' 


030 ED I. 
There 


<1) 

'There is no Society of People upon 
the face of the Earth, though under 
the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity it ſelf, 
that have, can, do, or ever ſhall live 
together in Love 'and Unity as true 


Friends and Brethren , further then 


they Obey and Obſerve theſe two di- 


yine and Heavenly Precepts. And ay 
they do, have, or ſhall degenerate from 


the true Obſervance thereof, they . do, 


heve, and ſhall fall into Strife, Enmity, 


and Divifion the High-way to Deſtru- 


ion. And many have been Deſtroy- 
ed thereby, even after they have at- 


tained to a good Degree in the Spirit 
of ' Love, Simplicity and Heavenly . 
Lnity, and all through Diſobedience, 
or neglet of thoſe Precepts of Chriſt, 


which he once taught, and now Teach- 
eth thoſe who are his Diſciples indeed 
to Obſerve apd keep by the Afiſtance 
of his holy Spirit of Love which is the 
Bond bf Peace, and true Foundation 
of all Heavenly Concord and Agree- 


Anc. 


CS 

And this Spirit teacheth all that have 
It, and obey it, to be Circumſpe& and 
take heed of Letting in evil Thoughts, 
evi] Reports, Whiſperings, and evil 
Surmiſes againſt any Friend, Brother, 
or Neighbour, for it will eat like a 
Canker ; and if thy Brother, Friend, 
or Neighbour, hath Treſpaſfed againſt 
thee, thou muſt nat tell it firſt toothers, 
if thou doeſt, thou art in fome degree 
a Tale-bearer, and a Back-biter, and 


Tranſgreſler of CORO, | 


which reacheth all manner of Tre 
paſſes and Offences that are private, 
and relating to a particular Perſon, of- 
fended ' or. trefpaſſed againſt; which 
the Church or Congregatian knows 
not of, nor ouphit not, except thy Bro- 
ther refuſe to hear thee. '' 
But if any that is called a Brother, 
Sm openly, or 15 a Formcator, .1s 2 
profane Perſon, is an Idolator, Nrunk- 
ard, or Extortioner, &-c.thou needs not 
z0 ro fuch a one and tell hiro tns Fault, 
Detwixt thee and him, nor to take 0- 
thers with thee, nor to tell the Con- 


oregation ||. | 


| (13) 

gregation - this Precept doth not 
concern him,” his [Treſpaſs is not only 
-agaiuſt thee, but againſt all he preten- 
cd to be in Fellowſhip with, his wick- 
edneſs being open and [Manifeſt to all; 
he is to be denied, and judged of all, 
and it 1s. no Back-biting te ſpeak the 
'Truth .of ſuch a Man to others: con- 
cerned, . though behind his back. - 

_ Every Member ;;of a true ; Society 
WHO, Are. gathered,;by the Spirit of 
Truth, and lives, the Fellowſhip of 
it, they are. furniſhed, with Courage 
and ſtrength to defend each ather.. ro 
Believe well, and. Hope well, of each 
©ther.,againſt all ; evil Reports, Tales 
and Stoxys. that. may. be.raiſed, and will 
1ct.nothmgzn, -but upon. good Proof, 
or clear Maniteſtation ; ' and . then; tho 
it may; bring Sorrow, , yet. a. Judgment 
is raiſed with Severity -ayainſt the do- 
ing of,Eyil by ſuck-who are under-the 
Profeſſion of goad z,.fuch Hypocrites 
God wul Judge to the. nttermoſt, their 
Damnativn {lumbers not, yet ſuch 
there have been, are, and will be, un- 


der 


(14) 
der -the higheſt -Ptofeſſions outward 
that evet were, are, or ſhall be among 
men,(until the Univerſal deſtru&ion of 
that grand Enemy of mankind. ) 
' Ttrs an excellent degree in Chriſtia- 
nity to attain to- that ſtate in Love 
 which- thinks no #}, ſich can ſpeak no 
1}, nor do no ilt- againſt their Friend 
or Neighbour, nor againſt any man; 
the Tale-carrier, * r, nor Flat- 
teter;' can have no place 'with ſuch a 


Rep 
abrec 
terts 
the 

can 1 


ings. 


grou 
incre 
Phra 
dit v 
and « 


one, his very Coutttenance diivesthem|if noi 
_ away, having no-part'in him, can giveſdulor 

no-entertainmentto' them. ORE. ' [done 

_ Hethar ſeeth a Thief and confſenteth[befor: 
tohim-is Guilty with him : Tale-bear- It t 
ers, Whiſperers, -atid Back-biters, 'andſthat b, 
their - entertaihers; - who defame -andjLaws : 
Rob'anian of his good Name, Creditffeſleth 
and-/-Reputation, ' are greater Thieves|Prece 
than thoſe that Rob a man ' of -a littleJbe do: 
Mohey and- Goodsz as it is written, things, 
A good | Name 46+ better than, pretiouftenanc 
Ojrtwerrt, Eoclef.'7.3. 4 good Nami I ſh 
7s rather to be choſen thay great Riches pnd co! 
Prov.-22. 1- He that: raiſeth - falieknd T« 
Ep % 


(15) 
Reportand gets Tale-carriets to carry it 
abroad 3 and theſe Tell-tales finds en- 
tertainers and receivers; Who knows 
the extent of ſuch things ? And who 
can meaſure the evil fruit of ſfach do- 
ings? Such evil Seed meeting with 
ground ſuitable thereunto, grows and: 
| increaſeth amain, and according to the 
| Phraſe a man's Back is bitten; his Cre- 
{dit wounded, his good Name ſtained 
{and defiled, his Reputation impaired, 
if not deſtroyed among ſuchas arecre- 
:[dulous of falſe Reports 3 and all this is 
done as it were inſenſibly, ſometitnes 
before he knows any thing thereof. 
-| It hath not been without great cauſe 
Ilthat both God and men hath giver forth 
{Laws againſt ſuch things: He that pro- 
tIfeſleth and obeyeth that Royal Law or 
s|Precept of Chriſt, Do as thou wouldſ? 
elbe doze urto;, cannot touch with theſe 
,fthings, nor ſhew any favour or coun- 
gtenance to any that are found therein. 
0 I ſhall now Anſwer one Queſtion, 
and conclude this my Caution, Warning, 
and Teſtimony againſt rayſing falſe Re- 
B 2 


por ts; 


(16) 
-ports, Tale-bearing, and Tale-hearfng, 
having an atm for general Good therein, 
hoping what I have ſaid may beof ſome 
ſervice for the ſtopping and preventing 
of ſuch things which: tend to the di- 
viding and deſtroying all true Friend- 
ſhip and Society. © 
The Queſtion 1s this'3 If a Falſe Re- 
port be raiſed and ſpread abroad, re- 
cerved and entertained as a Truth, be- 
ing told ſo, and received. ſo (as all 
falſe Reports and Tales are 'under:rhe 
name of Truth; which makes then 
the more miſchievous ) what courſe 
beſt to be takenimſach a caſe, that | 
- may doll the right I can to the pexſon 
concerned. =: 3h. LIPBg 
Anſwer, When the Report comes te 

hy. car, engage the perſon that brings 
-1t, to bring forth his Author 3 and 
-let it be enquired and purſued unti] the 
firſt Author be found. and then: le 
ſound Judgment -paſs- thereon 5 anc 
__ . this will be. + means to ſtop and difcou 
.rage' Tale-bearefs, 'Pack-biters, an 


- Whuperers. Andby fo doing ſuch wilſ 


nq 
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7, | not again attempt to bring thee any 
1, | . more Tales. Alfo in ſodoingthouwilt 
e| do as thon wouldſt be done by. ac- | 
g| cording to the Law of God : it thou ? 
3-] doſt otherwiſe, the Law of God and 
{-] Manis againſt thee, and thou art not fit 
to bea Member of a Chriſtian Society. 


C- 
e- The Concluſion. 
" A x 


al Now it being a Truth that Tale- 
hel bearing, Whiſpering, railing evil Re- 
1 ports, and receiving and entertaining ; 
1 of them ; and the negled& of obſerving : 
t 1] thoſe two Precepts of Chriſt before ) 
on} -mentianed, are of ſuch pernicious ef- 1 
feds and evil tendency, as to reveal Se- [ 
te] crets, ſeparate near Friends, beget Strife j 
gs and Diviſc9r,deſtroy Society and Friends | 
ſhip, make Wounds and Breaches, and as 
hq an Ozriehtcows Witneſs that puts forth 
his Hand againſt the Blood of his Neigh- i} 
bour, and worle than Thieves and Rob- bt; 
bers, -I ay, ſeeing it1sfo, it highly con- 
cerns all that would be accounted ver- 
if tuouzand honeſt, to keep clear of theſe 
B 3 thingsz 


(16) 

:ports, Tale-bearing, and Tale-heartng, 
having an atm for general Good therein, 
hoping what I have ſaid may be of ſome 
ſervice for the ſtopping and preventing 
of ſuch things which: tend to the di- 
viding and deſtroying all true Friend- 
ſhip and Society. + 

The Queſtion is this'; If a Falſe Re- 
port be raiſed and ſpread abroad, re- 
cerved and entertained as a Truth, be- 
ing told ſo, and received. ſo (as al! 
falſe Reports and Tales are under the 
name of Truth; which makes them 


the more miſchievous ) what courſe ts 
beſt to be takeninſach a caſe, that 1| . 


- may doall the right I can to the pexſon 
concerned. © '- | 


Anſwer, When the Report comes toſ \ 


thy ear, engage the perſon that brings 
-It, to bring torth lis Author 3 and ſo 
let it be enquired and purſued until th 
firſt Author be found, and 'then: let 

ſound Judgment -paſs- thereon 5 anc 
this will be. + means to ſtop and difcou 
.Tage Tale-bearers, 'Pack-biters, anc 
- Whiſperers. And by ſo doing ſuch wi 


no 
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not again attempt to bring thee any 


more Tales. Alfo in ſodoing thou wilt 
do as thou wouldſ{t be done by. ac- 
cording to the Law of God : if thou 
doſt otherwiſe, the Law of God and 
Man 1s againſt thee, and thou art not fit 
to be a Member of a Chriſtian Society. 


The Concluſion. 


Now it being a Truth that Tale- 
bearing, Whiſpering, raiſing evil Re- 
ports, and receiving and entertaining 
of them 3 and the negled& of obſerving 
thoſe two Precepts of Chriſt before 
mentioned, are of ſuch pernicious ef- 
feds and evil tendency, as to reveal Se- 
crets, ſeparate near Friends, beget Strife 
and Diviſt9n,deſtroy Soctety and Friend- 

ſhip, make Wounds and Breaches, and as 
an Uxrrigehtcous Witneſs that puts forth 
his Hand againſt the Blood of his Neigh- 
bour, and worſe than Thieves and Rob- 
bers, -I ſay, ſeeing it isſ0, it highly con- 
cerns all that would be accounted ver- 
tuouzand honeſt, to keep clear of theſe 

B 3 things; 
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things 3 and to judge it in the leaſt ap. | tl 
pearance thereof, not only inothers but | tt 


in themſelves. _ 
NC 
POSFSCRIPT. th 


Here were Young People in the | th 
| Priminve times that grew idle | ©0 
and wanton ( eſpecially young Wo- | al 
men ) as: went from Houſe to Houſe, | $1 
and were Tatlers-and buſie bodies, and | Þr 
medlers withr other mens matters, and {tr 
{peaking things which they ought not 3 
alſo they were prone to delight them- | 20 
ſelves in coſtly Apparel, and platting 
the. Hair, and wearing of Gold, ec. | fel 
all theſe things the Apoſtles and Mini- | fer 
ſters of Chriſt were troubled to ſee | Co 
and hear of them, and did exhort and | 9% 
endeavour to perſwade to the contra+ 
ry; becauſe it did not become Wo- | #4 
men profeſſing Godlineſs 3 and where | x 1 
theſe things are found now in, mth, | (b 
and upon People, Young or: Old, | ©' 


Male or Female, let them profeſs what be 
they | | 


(19) | 
- | they will) they are infallible figns that 

t | they want the inward adorning of a 
meek and quiet Spirit, that they are t 
not like theKing's Daughter, That is al/ | 
glorious within z and that the loins of 
their minds are not girded with the | 
Girdle of Truth, when the loins of 

e | their Bodies are girded with rich and | 
e | coſtly Attire, and ſuperfluous vanities ; k 
. | and that the very Profeſſion and Reli- [ 
- | gion of ſuch is vain, who have not a 2 
4 | bridleto their Tongues, and are not re- | 
4 | ſtrained thereby from Tatling, medling | 
| and ſpeaking thoſe things they ought 
- | not. 

. Now that all young people that pro- 
-. | fefs the Truth may be kept and pre- 
| ſerved out of theſe evils; take the 
&e | Counſel of Parl to Timothy, Flee al 
11 youthful Luſts : follow Righteouſneſs , 
Faith, Charity, Peace, with them that 
eall upon the Lord with a pure heart 3 
e | if you do but obey this Exhortation [ 
( by the affiſtance of the grace of God, | 
, || to which you have been commended to 
t | be taught all mw_ Leſſons ) youtcat 


4 never 


| | "RY d 


| 
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never fall into the aforementianed- evils, 
nor any other, for when you come into 


each others company, your words will 
be few, and ſeaſoned with Grace, and 


the Fear and dread of God will be 


with you, and you will ſet him alwaies 
before you, then will your diſcourſe 
tend to the edifying each other, then 
inſtead of meddling - with © other 
mens matters, or telling one another 
Stories you will tell one another what 


the Lord hath done for your Souls, | 
from the experimental work of his Spi- | 


rit and Grace inyour hearts, accord! 
tothe Vanifeſtation and Working there- 


of. And you will take heed of: boaſt- 
ing above what you have attained there | 
through, and of ſpeaking of ' thoſe | 


things which Chriſt hath not wroughtin 


you ; ſo will you alſo be preſerved | 
from High-mindedneſs and Conceited- | 
neſs, which would lead to Pride your | 
ſelves with Knowledge, Operines, Vi- | 
feons, and Revelations which ſome of | 
you may have had that you may. not. | 


deck your ſelves with theſe things, || 
which 


T4 
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which are all Good, Pleaſant, and De- 


ightful in their Time and Seaſon : Yer 


they are not for Food, nor Raiment, 
all muſt receive their daily Bread from 
God ; and their Clotbing, or Covering, 
muſt be his Spirit, .(-or a Meek and 
quiet Spirit) where this is wanting, 
the wo from God will come, let the talk 
_ Profeiſion of Religion be what it 
w1ll. 
[The Eye, Mind, and Heart muſt be 
upon God, from whence every good 


and perfect gift comes 3 and not upon 


the gift, leaſt you deck your ſelves 
there with and play the Harlot 3 as ſome 
in former Ages has done. And in this 
Age alſo; and brought Judgment upon 
themſelves to the utmoſt 3, even after 


they have been made comely with his 


Ornaments, with his Gifts and Graces, 
Fat and Drank at his Table, enjoyed 
his preſence, and heard him. Teach in 
their ſtreets; yea, and caſt out many 
Devils in: his Name : Yet have become 
ſhut :ont of his Kingdom, and have 
wholly loſt the way that leadeth there 
to. Again. This 


—_ 
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This hath befaln many ( eſpecially 
young People ) in my own knowledge 
and remembrance, - ſince God gathered 
us to be a People; for want of watch- 
fulneſs and keeping low in the fear of 
God; ſome hath fallen- by flying aloft 
in airy Imaginations and Notions, be- 
ing puffed up in their minds 3 and ſome 
by returning again and going down in- 
to the Earth, like the Sow that was waſh- 
ed tothe wallowing in the Mire again. 
Now that you and all may be pre- 
ſerved herefrom, and from all Evy, 
from all filthine(s of Fleſh and Spirit, 
I commend you 1n ' the firſt place to 
the Grace, Light and Spirit of God, 


which hath appeared to you and ſhin- 


ed in you; andin the next placein the 
ſence thereof to read Pauls Direchoens 
to Titus 2. and 3. Chap. Meditate and 
confider thereof and you may Receive pro- 
fit thereby. rh 

The Children of friends whoſe 
Parents hath taken care to mfſtrud, 
councel, and 


onely by Precept', but by. —_— 


perfwade them not | 


. © > Þ 
ple in-life and Converſation to follow 
their ſteps, and to walk after them in 
the Self-denial, out of the pomp and 
vyamities of the World, out of the ſinful 
Juſts of: the fleſh, lufts af the eye, and 
pride of life, which ſiperabounds in 


the world ; theſe Children have had 


great benefit and advantage beyond 


what their Parents ever had 3 and ma- 
ny Children, Sons and Daughters have 
made a good uſe thereof, and can bleſs 
- andpraiſe God that they had ſuch Pa- 
rents. And theſe are come to the 
ſence, knowledge and underſtanding of 


the root of the matter in themſelves; - 


vis. the Light and Grace of God with- 
-in, the New Covenant and Law writ- 
ten within, and do walk therein, and 
are taught thereby, to the praiſe and 
glory thereof. 

But many Friends Children keep on- 
lyin the form, in the outward Court, 
and enters not within the vail, comes 
not to the foundation which God hath 
laid, do not know the work and ope- 
tation of the-Crace and Spirit of God 
| upon 


— 
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apon their hearts, mi"ds and under- 
ſtandings.to waſh, cleanſe, and SanGtifhe 
their inward parts; ſo knows not 
what it 1s to put off the Old man with 
his Deeds, and to put on the New, and 
to be renewed im the Spirit of. their 
minds, theſe grow natjn Grace, nor in 
the knowledge of the myſteries of God; 
netther are they acquainted with the 
wiles and devices of the Enemy, Edu- 
cation and Tradition being the chief 
ground of their Religion 3 theſe will 
wither like Corn upon the houſe top. 
There is another ſort of Friends Chil- 
dren, who after they have come to 
years and ſtature, have lighted and 
turned their backs upon their Parents, 
and uponalltheir Counſel, Inſtrudtion, 
Perſwaſian, and Example. Alſo as to 
Religion, and have choſen their own 
waies, Walking after their own corrupt 
wills, caſting off the- Yoke of Modeſty, 
Temperance, Chaſtity, plainneſs of 
Speech, and plainneſs of Apparel which 
they had been bred up in'while young 
with their Parents, and-are-gone _ 
tne 
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the ſuperfluity of naughtineſs that isin 


the world ( to their own ruin) itt 
contempt, difobedience and diſhonour 
of their Parents, which hath cauſed 
Gniet; and made their hearts fad 3 and 
by fo doing, therr hearts have become 
hard, unthankful, and unholy.z and 
without natural affection alſo towards 
their Parents,contemning, diſregarding 


and diſobeying the Commandments of 


God: Andallthe Precepts and Exhor- 
tations, Bleſlings and Curſings promiſed 
and threatned tothe obedient and diſo- 
bedient Children to Parents, which are 


very many throughout the holy Scrip- 


tures; and all the bonds of Nature 


thatenjoyns Children to Love, Honor, 
.and Obey their Parents : ſuch Children 


are nigh unto Curfing, nigh unto a re- 


probate ſence, out of which 1t will bea 
Miracleit ever they return, Repent and 


be Converted. | 
It is a bleſſed thing when young 


People and Children Remember their 


Creator in the daies of their Youth; and 
cometo live in the fear of the Lord, 
and 


(26) 
and to, have ſuch Parents, Maſters and 
Tutors as are ready to Teach them, 
Inſtru& them, and. put them in mind 
thereof, not. only by Precept but by 


2M Example alſo 3 which Bleſiings, if they 


ſlight, negle&t-and.undervalue in o___ 
youthful daies, their fins multiply u 

on... thems . Ignorance, Darkneſs 

and [hardneſs of Heart encreaſeth in 
_them to that degree, that many times 
they become qld in wickedneſs in their 
young daies 3 ſuch if they. periſh ; 

God and tele. Parents are clear, and 
their Deſtruion is of themſelves, be- 
cauſe they have deſpiſed the bleſſings 
of God ; and the "bleſſings of their 
Parents, who have had a tender care 
of them.s but when God makes them 
poſlets the ſins of their Youth, then 
will they-cry out, Oh, that we had 
born- the Yoke in our Youth: Oh, 
that we had hearkened to the Voice 
of God in cur own Conſciences, and 
to the Voice of our Parents : then 
ſhould. we not' have -Reaped ſuch an 


evil Crop of our own Sowing; And 
| they 


(27) | 
they ſhall thenbe made to confeſs th '\ 
God is Juſt, and Righteous in all hi- 
Judgments, when they Receive the 
Fruit of their own doings, and feel 
the Weight of their own Iniquity. 


William Shewes, 


